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Handgun-Taser mix-up not the first on record

Similar incident
happened in

California FRONT Pige

By Bob Freund
bfreund @ posthudistin.com

Last week’s incident in
Rochester was not the first in
which a police officer mistak-
enly fired his handgun
instead of a nonlethal stun
gun to subdue a suspect.

In March 2001, a Sacra-
mento, Calif,, police officer
made the same error while
struggling with an intoxicated
person.

The state Bureau of Crim-
inal Apprehension considers
the shooting of Christofar
Atak on Sept. 2 to be acci-

dental, Rochester Police
Chief Roger Peterson
announced Thursday. How-
ever, Atak's attorneys say they
will conduct an independent
investigation of the shooting,
which took place in northwest
Rochester.

According to police, Atak
was being subdued by
another officer when Officer
Greg Siem arrived. Siem
placed an electrical stun gun,
called a Taser, in a cargo
pocket of his pants before
coming to the other officer’s
assistance, police said. The
Taser temporarily incapaci-
tates a combative persoh with
a high-voltage shock,

Peterson said an inv tiga-
tion by the BCA found
Siem mistook his handgun for
the Taser and fired it orice,
wounding Atak.

" KRT

The Taser’s shape, han-
dle and trigger closely
resemble the handguns
carried by Rochester offi-
cers, Police Chief Roger-
Peterson said.

Peterson said the nonlethal
Taser had fallen out of Siem’s
pants pocket, perhaps during
the struggle with Atak

While the officers were
trying to restrain him with
handcuffs, Siem tried to draw

the Taser, but instpad mistak-
enly drew the handgun from
its holster, Peterson said.

Siem positioned the gun as
a Taser is typically used and
fired one shot intd Atak’s
back, a police narrative said.
Siem recognized the mistake,
dropped the gun and called
for medical help.

Afak was in fatf condition
Friday at Sainf Marys Hos-
pital. He has had surgery on a
kldney

The Sacramento incident
was similar, with several offi-
cers frying to restrain an
intoxicated man who was
fighting officers ard kicked
out a window in a squad car.
In that incident, the stun gun
was fired once, but only had
temporary effect.

During the struggle, which
involved four polite officers,

the man accidentally was shot
in the buttocks, according to
an account ﬁ'om the Sacra-
mento Police Department,

The BCA’s report will be
reviewed by the Ramsey
County Attorney’s office to
avoid any conflict of interest,
Peterson said.

The state investigators also
are asking anyone with infor-
mation about a vehicle that
was in the area at the time to
contact police.

People in the area reported
hearmg loud screeching of
tires in the area of 50th Street
and 18th Avenue Northwest at
841 p.m., about five minutes
before the gunshot.

The driver or passengers
may be witnesses to the inci-
dent, police said. Anyone with
information should call 285
8580,
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Police armed wnth new Taser guns

By Janice Gregorson
gregor@posthulietin.com

A new pollcy and new
Taser stun guns are now in
use by the Rochester Police
Department.

* The changes follow a
review of department proce-
dures and equipment made
after a city man was shot by
a police officer who thought
he had fired his electric stun
gun instead of his handgun

That shootmg occurred
Sept. 2 when officers were

responding to a ¢all about an

intoxicated man who was
ﬁlgtl;ting and damaging prop-
2

Christofar Atak, 3, ended
up being shot once in the
back and spent several -
weeks in the hospital.
Authorities said the officer,
Greg Siem, was trying to
subdue an intoxicated Atak
who was scuffling with
another officer when he
used his handgun instead of
his Taser,

The Minnescota Bureau of
Criminal Apprehension
investigated the shooting and
has ruled it an accident. The
matter is still under review
by the Ramsey County Attor-
neys Office to determine if

charges will be filed agam.st
the officer or Atak. The A
family also has hired cm}
trial lawyers to investigate

-the incident.

Police Chief Roger
Peterson said at the time
that the Taser stun gun in
use by the department
looked and felt identical to
handguns used by the offi-
cers. In this case, he said

Siem mistakenly grabbed his . ‘

handgun, thinking it was the

stun gun. )
‘While the shooting was’

' Jacobeoan'osl -Bulletin

The Rochester Policé Department has switched to a
different mode! of the Taser Gun.

ruled accidental the inci-
dent automatically triggered
an internal review of depart-

.ment policy and the equip-

ment.

Police Capt. Jim Pittenger
said Wednesday that the goal
is to make the gun more dis-
tiriguishable and still make it
a safe option for officers to
use in emergency situations.

The new Taser stun gun is
yellow as opposed: to black,
and has a slightly different
grip.

“That means that visually

“Vlsually itis
identifiable as a Taser
as opposed to heing a
handgun.”

— Police Capt. Jim Pittenger
— TR ——
it is identifiable as a Taser

. as opposed to being a

handgun,” Pittenger said.
That benefits the officer and
citizens who immediately
know it is not a real gun.
Policy changes also have
been inade, Pittenger said.

Each officer now must
carry the stun gun on the
opposite side of where the

- officer’s handgun is carried.

Siem was carrying both his
handgun and Taser on the
s;me side the night Atak was
shot.

When not in use, the stun
gun must be carried in a
fanny-pack type compart-
ment,

Electric stun guns became
standard equipment in all
city squad cars in June 2001
as a tool to help officers
subdue violent people
without causing permanent
injury.
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‘BCA: Gun mixup led
to man’s being shot
by Rochester officer

‘Stun gunwas intended weapon

Assoclated Press

ROCHESTER — A Roches-
ter police officer ‘thought he
was using a stun guri when he
fired a bullet into the back of
a man he was trying to sub-

due, the state Bureau of-

Criminal Apprehension has
concluded.

Rochester Police Chief
Roger Peterson said the BCA
. investigation found that offi-
cer Greg Siem, a .six-year vet-
eran with the department,
was trying to subdue Christo-
far Atak on-Sept. 2- when he
accidentally used his hand-
gun instead of his Taser, a
nonlethal device that uses an
electric shock to‘incapacitate
a person.

Peterson said Siem shot
Atak once, then-dropped his
- pistol and called for medical
help.

Atak was listed in fair con-
dition Friday at St, Marys
Hospital. Peterson said he
spoke Thursday with Atak to
explain the BCA’s findings
and formally apologi

He said both officers, who
have. been on administrative
leave since the shooting, can
return to work when they are

ready.

. William L. French, an at-
torney hired by Atak’s family,
declined to comment Friday
on the results of the BCA in-

‘vestigation. French said he

and anocther attorney, Steven
Fuller, will do their own in-
vestigation.

Atak, 31, is a refugee from
Sudan.

The police cluef said Siem
and officer Doug Remling re-
sponded the evening of Sept.
2 to areport of an intoxicated
man fighting and damagmg
property.

Peterson said Remlmg was
trying unsuccessfully to re-
strain Atak, and Siem became
involved in the scuffle, Both
officers told Atak an estimat-
ed 10 times to place his hands
on the squad car. The chief
said that each time the offi-
cers tried to handcuff Atak,
the man fought back.

Siem grabbed what he
thought was the Taser, Peter-
son said. Instead, he had
grabbed his handgun, with
which he shot Atak once.

The Taser was found on
the ground near the squad
cars.
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Rochests? Police Chiét Roger Peterson demonstrates the similarity in size and shape of
the Tasers and handguns issued to Rochester police. :
FRONT PAGE
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Police chief: Officer thought he was using a 'Iz_gger

the officers tried to handeufl

- By Joshua Lynch - . .0 A
“ . Atak; the man fought back,
~ Jymoh@postixelin.com EN QEPTH At bne point, Siem grabbed
The Bureau of Criminal Appre- T e what he thought was the Taser,
hension has concluded a. : Shqoling Peterson said, Instead, Siem had
Rochester police officer thought « Family's atioinays want grabbied his handgusi and
he was using a stun gun when he | talk to.officers removed it from its holster.
fired & bullet inte the back of — Page 3A Believiiig the handgun to bs the
Christofar Atak on Sept. 2. I rtov ;  Tasef, Siem pointed it at Atak's
Rdchester Police Chief Roger ; _ back while Afak Was being held
Peictson said Officer Greg Siem, SelVes Mgntback In it hgainst'a sguad.cai -
etera Peterson said both Siém and ' ‘Petidrson said Atak was then

a gix-year veterat with the - . n: ! m and ) }

department, was trying to subdue Officer Doug Remling résponded  ghiot ohee in the back by Siem.

an intoxicated Atak when he ﬂ};ﬂﬁ?""ﬁ@f Sepg.%l_to_‘a report .. petarson-said it is possible the
2 fighting and damzging . er that Siem had earlier

accidentally used his handgun )
Instead of his Taser, a non-lethal  Property at-1601 50th St N.W. placed in his pocket was
device that uses an electric Remling was the firstonthe  mgcked from him during the
shock to incapacilate a person,  Scene. As Remling drove-up, scuffle, The Taser was found on
Peterson said Siem shot _A_taic ﬁﬁ%’;ﬁ& &%&?&S'E‘:ﬁd the‘grc;und neéar the squad cars.
once Befre Touizng i {Cdoo  Aal lo renatis ol
ool and called f tl')ﬁledi | and approached Atak Peterson ih"? » Was 1S g _azrn:on '}1{
gssigtaice ca o ca said Remling then beard the piglm°m‘ng at Saint Marys Hos-
“1 think the issue for the com- m;l;élgﬁn{t:&:&::&ﬁga cat, Siem Peterson said he spoke
hity has always been whether amli { Thursday with Atak to explain
munity ethel  waiched as Remling and Atak ! t
this was accidental or inten- started scuffling, Peterson sald.  the BCAS findings and formally
tional," Peterson said. “We know  yhat as Siem left his vehicte, he ap‘?loglze. ) i
now that this was gccidenta]. took a Taser from thé vehicle While officers had no intent
William L. French, an attorney  and placed it in his right-han to cause injury to Mr. Atak, we
hired by Atak's family, declined  pants pocket. . deeply regret the fact timtr ‘this
to comment this morning on the The Tasers tised by Rochester  oteurred,” Peterson sald. “We
results of the bureau’s investiga-  police are similar in shape to extend our shicere apologies to
tion. French said he and another  handguns. Mr Atak and his family and our
attorney, Stevén Fuller, will be Peterson said Remling con- thoughts and prayers go out to
doing their own investigation. tinued to fry to restrain Atak, but them as \ge]l as to the officers
. "It’s a very unfortunate inci- _was unsuccessful. Siem then involved. .
dent,” French said. Atek came to  became Involved in the scuffle, Peterson said both officers,
the United States as a refugee of Peterson said, and both officers  who have been on administrative
civil war from Sudan. “This to0ld Afak an estimated 10 timeg  leave since the shooling, can

family moved to get away from to place his hands on the squad  return to work when they are
violence and they find them- car, Peterson said that each time  ready. .



