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FINEST MESSAGE

General Administrative Information

TO: ALL COMMANDS
RE: RECORDING OF POLICE ACTION BY THE PUBLIC

MEMBERS OF THE SERVICE ARE REMINDED THAT MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE LEGALLY
ALLOWED TO RECORD (BY VIDEO, AUDIO, OR PHOTOGRAPHY) POLICE INTERACTIONS.

THESE INTERACTIONS INCLUDE ARREST AND OTHER SITUATIONS. MEMBERS OF THE SERVICE
WILL NOT INTERFERE WITH A PERSON'S USE OF RECORDING DEVICES TO RECORD POLICE
INTERACTIONS. INTENTIONAL INTERFERENCE SUCH AS BLOCKING OR OBSTRUCTING CAMERAS
OR ORDERING THE PERSON TO CEASE CONSTITUTES CENSORSHIP AND ALSO VIOLATES THE
FIRST AMENDMENT.

IT SHOULD BE NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT PERSONS MAY NOT INTERFERE WITH POLICE
OPERATIONS. MEMBERS, IF APPROPRIATE, SHOULD ADVISE THE PUBLIC NOT TO GET TOO
CLOSE AND MAY TAKE ACTION ONLY IF THE PERSON INTERFERES WITH THE OPERATION OR
THE SAFETY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SERVICE OR THE PUBLIC. HOWEVER, MERE
RECORDING OF AN INCIDENT DOES NOT CONSTITUTE INTERFERENCE.

COMMANDING OFFICERS WILL ENSURE THAT THE CONTENTS OF THIS MESSAGE ARE
DISSEMINATED TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE SERVICE.
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