Local cops
defend use
of Tasers

By Victor Thompson
FLORIDA TODAY

Praisad as one of the safest
ways to subdue people during an
arrest, Tazers are under new
mtiﬁ;ahoe an Orange County

d after officers shocked
him with the device,

Three Florida men have died
under police custod 1}’ after thf::f
were shocled with
this year, the most reumtJ'ulerQ
n Orange County, Medical exam-
iners concluded that a cocaine
averdose, not effects from a
Easer.ﬂed one of the mjilé

rugs also are suspected as t
cause of the other two deaths,

Massau County Assistant
Staiﬂﬂttnme;r Granville Burgess,
who is meﬂ-uﬁnng the Nassau
County Sheri ffice n the
death of Henry William Canady
in March, said there are discrep-
ancies between the department’s

policies and training when it
comes to Tasars,

The Florida Times-Union in
Jacksomville reported that the
medical examiners found high
levels of cocaine in Canady's
aystem but have not determined
lis cause of death, further de-
laying a wider investigation by
the state attormey's office. “T
have some questions according
to their policy and how they're

Delinda Kamehm, FLORIDA TODAY
Officer Tim Lancaster of the Palm Bay Police Depariment
shows a Taser the department uses. Local officers in Brevard
Counly defend the use of the device to subdue criminals.

being taught,” Burgess said.
“We'te in the process of review-
ing those policies.”

“The way it happened, it
could have been positional as-
phy=iation,” he said, noting that
Canady was on his stomach as
he was being handcuffed follow-
ing a Taser shock. *Part of the
problem is that medical

See Tasers, 2B
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Cops defend use of Tasers

Tasers, From 1B

examiner’s office is short-handed.”

Official and newspaper ac-
oounts said all three men had been
abusing drugs long before being
shocked with Tasers,

There also is little or no inde-
pendent research on how Tasers
may affect hmmans with chemdical
dependencies or physical impair-
ments, which worries human aned
civil rights groups such as Amnesty
International,

“The fundamental issue is ac-
countability and training,” said
Derreck Kayongo, deputy director
for Amnesty's southeast region.
‘Mot all of us have the same body
conditioning, but that doesn’t pre-
clude someone from being violent.
S0 how do we determine who is Gt
to take a shock?"

Amnesty International’s U.S.
branch posted a statement in Jant-
ary asking law enforcement agens
cies o suspend the use of the Taser
and other electro-shock devices un-
til further studies can be done on
its effacts,

“The possibility exists for ways
to abuse it. It 15 our government's
duty to strictly monitor the use of
force,” said Melbourne attorney
Mark Tietig, chairman of the
American Civil Liberties Union in
Brevard County.

On the other hand, Taser Inter-
national, which makes the Ad-
vanced Taser M26 and two less
powerful versions of the tﬁ“ for re-
tail sales, maintains a
statement defending the weapon's
safety on its Web site. The state-
ment lists deaths in Hamilton,
Ohio, and Philadelphia where men
shocked by the device died under
police custody and were also found
to be high on dougs.

Police officers agreed the Tas-
er's lingering effects are minor
compared to chemical sprays, ba-
P e

d (o
of pepper sprav, which conld last
hours or days if not removed prop-
erly, once the fvesecomd blast 15
over, most of the Taser's effect sub-
sfde'.'s, officer said.

“The Taser works on a principle
of muscle dysfunction, We use a

Taser maybe an average three

times a week, but not every weeliis
the same and there are sometimes
it's not used at all,” Titusville police
Officer Joel Hunter said.

. Hunter, who supervised train-
ing when patrol officers were out-
fitted with Tasers last year, said the
device's sole purpose is to disable,
not hiirt.

In the past two years, five
Brevard police departments —
Palm Bay, Titusville, Indialantic,
Satellite Beach and Indian Harbour

Beach — have trained most of their
sworn officers in using the Ad-
vanced Thaser M26, currently
use the device during routine as-

sipnments.

“Every user goes throuph the ef
fects ... It's pretty amazing. One
minute you're standing up and the
next you're on the ground,” said
Melbourne Police Cmdr, Mark La-
derwarg. "Td rather be ‘tased; than

a mouthful of pepper spray,
s for sure”

Laderwarg said the Melboune
Police Department, which has a
handful of Tasers but has not
trained all of its officers, 15 consid-
ering buying more when money be-
COMES &

Each gun shoots two darls onto
d person’s body, and each dart is
connected to the gun by wires that
mnextmd about 21 feet, One sus-

tained pull of the trigger emits a
50,000-alt shock to the person for
a minimum of five seconds, which
afficers said is the amount of time
required for the Taser to propecly
subdue a 5

Palm Bay Police Cpl. Tim Lan-
caster said the quarterinch barbs
do not need to penetrate a person’s
skin to be effective, and the full
charge can travel through 2 inches
of clothing, If done effectively, one
shock will bring a person down
without any long-term side effects.

Lancaster said small burns

CE1'd rather be ‘tased’ than
get a mouthful of gepger
spray, that's for sure.

— Mari Laderwarg,
Melbourna police commander

where the darls make contact and
sore muscies are some of the short-
term effects, Lancaster, who led the
department in becoming the first
magor department i the state to
outfit all of its patral officers with
Thazers, wd the device has lived up
to its potential.

“We have probably about 64 pa-
trol officers and it's mandatory that
they carry it” Lancaster said. Tt
costs about $600 to cutfit one off-
cer with taser, holster and
charger.”

Laneaster said that by Febroary
2001, all Paln Bay officers respond-
ing to a call were required to carmy
one. He said he has worked with
Jacksonwille-based DGG Taser to
promoete the device and has been
shoched thres times during tram-
Iy exercises.

“TWe've usad the Taser probably
100 to 150 times,” he said, addin
that efficers are highly encoutaged,
but not required, to be shocked by
the device during training.

"M afficer or person that we've
affected has had an injury related to
hand-to-hand combat in 13
months,” he said. “We're veducing
the incidents."



