Immobilized

Above, Wesley Ward, left, and James Pearson, right, b
stands ready to shoot a Taser during training Tuesday at Cakdwell Memorial Hospital.
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Hospital's security personnel using

‘Advanced Taser’

By VICKI GREENE
Recond Saff Writer

LENOIR — A new weapon used
security staff at Caldwell Memorial HMN
1l controls combative and violent behavior
m visitors with stunning effects,

The security deparment at Caldwell
Memorial uses what it calls “the most pow-
erful handheld weapon on the planet,”
Advanced Taser, that employs electro-mus-
cular disruption technology. Advanced
Tasers affect the central nervous system by
imitsfing electrical impulses used to comi-
municate within the human body

Hesgpital officials say this technology is
better than bullets, sprays or stun devices

Randy Martin, head of sccurity with

on violent visitors

Advanced Taser training class for employ-
ees Tuesday. he cffects
the Taser on some of the participants. Hos-
pital employees who will use the Advanced
Taser miust be certified, must shoot the
weapon and feel its effects themselves.
Caldwell Memorial employee Dou
Johnson was held up by eo-workers durmg
is halfsecond shock. Afterward, he said
he had been pepper sprayed and tased, and
he would prefer 1o be tased.
‘eah, you will kit the floor,” Johnson
said. *There is no pain. I'm just numb. |
only could have hit the floor. You don't
know what it feels like until you expericnce
. It would put the bigeest man on the
floor™

There is @ need for new technology in

Hospital head of security says
weapon cannot kill

Martin: ‘There is no medical implication other than the
possibility of a small seizure’

~ TASER, from 1A

scxurity. Jobmson added

1 have been working here in security
993, and things have gsiicn pro-
ressively worse,” saud Jonison

The Advanced Tascrs wsed by law
enforcement st have 26 watts of clec-
wricity and are effective up 10 21 feel
Tuesday s trainees felt the eflfect for half
8 s, albough the atl emglh of
one sin fs

The alccfcan o tonch he we apon
o the iolent individual for sditional
mmobilization

*Ihe only time we would use this is
on o iokent person Irying 1o
patients, staff or visilors,” said A
“We do ot use it if 3 person is danging
property. The same crimes as are hop-

sine

bus,
and can't get here right away. We arc ry-
ing to ke Caldwell Memorial Hospilal
a safe place”

The Advanced Taser is said to imno-
bilize people 100 percent of the time,
Although the weapon, which resembles
gun, can appear scary, o bodily d
is dane to the person being tased

2

saff members at Caldwell Memorial
Honpital who will be certificd to usc the
Advanced Taser. The hospital currently
has two Advanced Tasers and is plaming
two soquire three mofe.

Security officers, especially those in
an environment like  hospital, face spe-

dual, according to
Tiffuny Coaper with the hospital

“We think it is important news that
benefits the public and may serve as a
deterent o potentaly vilent persons,
Cooper sa

Tht-\d\znud‘lmﬂn.xa laser sight,
and one of the weapon's two probes fol-
\um l)r.n line. The second probe hits

cight degrees away, opening up the

,“smnm of more than one
being tased with one shot,

Matin said from a distance of 21 feet,

person between the twa probes, or Ahuy
would also get a shock.

Otherwise. a person can touch same-
one heing tased and not be tased
selves.

1f a person has both probes on them,

“it cannot Kill you.” Martin said. "1t
won't hurt you if you have 2 paceraker
ot an iliness. 1 have shot over 1,000 peo-
ple with them ( Tasers). There is o med-
ical implication other than the possibilty
of 3 small sein

The Taser shock cunses the body 10 o
inua the fetal position.

Caldwell Memorial Hospital employ-
ee Charles Hooper, who works in enti-
rommenta | services, voluniesred (o have
the Advanced fuser demonstrated w0
him. His reuction (o the exposure s
real, as he had not been purtivipating i
the training session md had nat seen
ather trainees heing

Mar Viooper a rbber ke
2 prop and zskead him o pretend he hxd 2
hospital emplovee at knife point. As
so0n as Manin pulled the trigeer for one-
haif of'a sccond, Hooper's arm tossed the-
knifc and trainees caught him before ke
it the ground

“I couldn't have hurt anyone,”
er said, laughing “That's a Tase

Hooper said he was consciotis during
the expericnce, and because b wasn't
sure howy his body would reaet to beivg

sed, had purposely begun 10 pull the

they will receive the full force of the

touching. Then they umldhﬂnlx!nlh
shocked.

Mantin said the probes, No. 7
claw fish hooks, can go through |
weight shirts, but not break the skin, The
probes leave a small red mark for a few
days. He said it is poliey for hospital
siaff 10 look at individuals whose skin
has been touched by the probes before
releasing them 10 the authorities.
In ope instance, 2 probe lodged into
the

gle

still immobilizing (% individual, Martio

M..o7in, who also uas his own business
of sclf defense mdsc:\m\y,w\“ be o
ing Basic Law Enforcement Trai
classes in Alml a Caltwell Communit
Callege and Tochnical Ittt in
son. will also
e sbo he Advanced Tese nd will
find out what the weapons feel like.

* Reach Ficki Groene ot J22-4510. Ext 249
or vreensd; .com.

from  the
shock, just

rubber knifi prop away
traince's neck right beforc

im case.

was litlle need foc this precau-
s, 35 curled up and his kg
gave way hencath him. He said afer the
shock was over, he el a Jitle weak.

"When they tricd it on me, | thought |
could still get 10 them bt | was mistak-
en. This is the best 1001 to control a vio-
lent person that I've ever seen,” said
Mantin

Since Jan Caldwell Memorial
Hospital staff has successfully used the
Taser on tww individuals at the hospital,
Martin said in both cases the individuals
were incspacitated. One hd asauhed 2
police officer and the other had attacked
and bitn a hospital officer.

“We chose (the Advanced Tser)
cause spraying pepper Spry contami-
naies the arca and may affect paticnts
and stafl” said Martin. *It takes sbout
one hour to treal a person who has been
sprayed with pepper spray, but using the
Taser meais the person can be pul in the
palrol ear as 5000 a5 he has been con-
trolled.

Martin said there will be about 15




