Shocking new
cop weapon
is non-lethal

v April Adamson
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folks who disturb the peace and

delphia’s flinest now have
ech Taser stun guns, with
volls of paralyzing power,
in difficult arrest situa
1 help cut down on deadly
force or gunfire situations
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For cops on the street, routing

Slawson

calls oflen require snap deci-
sions. That's where Tasers can be
used 1o prevent suspects from e
"'-'*1]!']‘.1 arres! or escaping, or i ]
protect ollicers and others {rom
injury, especially someone who
ight be suicidal

The Tasers, however, may nol
be used to disperse a crowd, pre-
vent free speech or assembly, or
1o gain information, cops say

lasers work by sending an
electrical current through a per-
son, incapacitating him tempo-
rarily. according to police. Ex-
perts say Tasers can also couse
still muscles, muscle spasms, diz-
Ziness and short-lterm memory
livss

Taser International, the compa-
ny that manufactures the guns,
says the weapons are non-leth
and work by simply overriding
the human nervous system with
a curremt al does not damage
Organs or Issne

“I this is an eflective way 1o
redoce crimc and keep fthe
peace. s & pood thing~™ said
David Almasi, director of 1he Na-
tional Center for Public Policy
Reaseach, an education and re-
scarch foundation based in Wash-
ingion

Police in Mobile, Ala el li-
voe, Wash., and Akron, Ohio, arc
using Tasers. In Cincinnati,
lice have been using Tasers
four wyears, and are deba

whether 1o buy an additional 70
devices. Police in Moediord, Ore,
also are considering using the de-
VICUS

The Akr
bought 20

m police department
i lasers last Junc, and
finds them so useful, i1 plans to
buy another 20 this year, accord-
ing 1o officials there

A Taser was used successfully
to subdue a mentally il man
who'd slit his wrists, allowing
paramedics 1o atlend 10 him. B
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One of the new Taser stun guns that can subdue violent or disturbed suspects without gunfire.



