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Knockdowns in the 
New Millennium
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•

• Understand the relationship between selection of 
tools/tactics and injuries to officers and suspects.

• Learn the injury-reduction philosophy.
• Learn more about in-custody deaths.
• Learn about policy and training to reduce injuries
• Learn about the Injury-Reduction Use-of-Force 

Chart
• Learn a six-step strategy for implementation of 

the injury-reduction philosophy.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
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WE’LL LOOK AT . . . 

•Policy

•Training

•Equipment

•Tactics

•Supervision

•Review Processes
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THE MISSION:
• Fewer and less severe injuries to suspects 

and officers
• Reduced civil liability and complaints
• Reduced disability time and pensions
• An improved public image for your law 

enforcement agency
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Use of Force 101

When can an officer
use force ??????
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WHEN DO WE USE FORCE?

• To make an arrest
• To protect self or others
• To prevent escape
• To overcome resistance
• To protect the suspect!
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Use of Force 101

How much force
can an officer use ???
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HOW MUCH FORCE 
DO WE USE?

• REASONABLE !

• Graham v. Connor -- police use of force 
incidents are “tense, uncertain, and rapidly 
evolving”
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Use of Force 101

Why would an officer
use force ???
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WHY DO WE USE FORCE?

• CONTROL !!!

• Control is safer for you and me

• Uncontrolled situations are dangerous
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DEADLY FORCE

• Will continue to be an option

• Armed criminals

• “Suicide by cop”
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