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Resol uti on No. 59
Sponsored by:

The Honor abl e Manuel A. D az
Mayor of M am

The Honorable John J. Fretti
Mayor of Val dosta

The Honorable Jerry E. Abranson
Mayor of Louisville Metro

The Honorable Martin J. Chavez
Mayor of Al buquer que

The Honorable Richard M Dal ey
Mayor of Chicago

The Honor abl e John Hi ckenl ooper
Mayor of Denver

The Honorabl e Jerry Sanders
Mayor of San Di ego

BUI LDI NG SAFER COVMUNI TI ES THROUGH DEPLOYMENT OF LESS-LETHAL

PCLI CE TECHNOLOG ES

1. WHEREAS, The U.S. Conference of Mayors has worked for

nearly a decade to provide information and assi stance to
mayors and police chiefs on a variety of community policing
and other crimnal justice issues by convening neetings of
mayors and police chiefs, devel oping publications on city
prograns, and dissenm nating information on innovative crine
prevention and enforcenent prograns in cities and on
critical research; and

VWHEREAS, safer communities start with denystifying
policing, wth hel ping communities to understand how | aw
enforcement works and how to work with it, and with
bui | di ng and mai ntai ning community trust and confidence in
police officers; and

WHEREAS, in an on-going effort to make our conmunities
safer for all citizens, |law enforcenent is deploying nore

128



10.

11.

| ess-lethal options as a way of de-escalating potentially
vi ol ent situations; and
VWHEREAS, el ectronic control devices have been denonstrated

to be one of the safest and nobst effective |ess-I|etha
options available to | aw enforcenent; and

WHEREAS, nore than 10,500 federal, state and | ocal |aw
enf orcenment agencies currently deploy electronic control
devi ces, and

WHEREAS, statistical data has shown dramatic decreases in
of ficer and subject injuries in cities where electronic
control devices are depl oyed; and

WHEREAS, reducing officer and citizen injuries furthers the
goal s of community oriented policing by building conmunity
ties wwth | aw enforcenent to make our cities safer; and

WHEREAS, statistical data has shown that a reduction in
injuries to both suspects and | aw enforcenent officers
translates directly into comunities savings through fewer
| ost wages, worknen's conpensation, and |awsuits; and

VWHEREAS, public education, sound conmunity-based policies,
proper training, and appropriate use of electronic control
devices are crucial to maintaining their efficacy and
safety; and

WHEREAS, the International Association of Chiefs of Police
(1 ACP) has devel oped a nine-step guideline to help | aw

enf orcenment agencies first deploy electronic control

devi ces and devel op policies, procedures and training
curricula that are responsive and relevant to the
comunities they serve; and

WHEREAS, the Police Executive Research Forum ( PERF) has
devel oped i ndependent gui del i nes addressi ng a broad
spectrum of issues pertaining to electronic control devices
and generally focusing on use issues, including safety,

trai ning, and operational protocols; and
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12.

13.

14.

15.

WHEREAS, The U.S. Conference of Mayors previously has taken
strong positions in support of the Cormmunity Oiented
Policing Services (COPS) program against gang viol ence,
and for safer communities; and

WHEREAS, the m ssion of the COPS programis to increase the
ranks of |ocal |aw enforcenment agencies and to provide
training and grant funds to enable | ocal agencies to
acquire new technol ogi es and equi pnent while pronoting

i nnovative approaches to fighting crine,

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED that The U. S Conference of
Mayors urges cities seeking to deploy, or currently

depl oying, electronic control devices to review and

consi der the guidelines devel oped by the International
Associ ation of Chiefs of Police and the Police Executive
Research Forum and

BE IT FURTHER RESCLVED t hat The U.S. Conference of Mayors
calls on Congress to continue to support the Ofice of
Conmmunity Oriented Policing Services (COPS) within the U 'S
Department of Justice, and specifically its ability to
provide direct funding to assist Ilocal Ilaw enforcenent
agencies in acquiring new technologies and equipnent,
including state-of-the-art |ess-lethal technol ogi es such as
el ectronic control devices, and inplenent community-based
policies and progranms governing appropriate training, use
and placenment of such devices in the local use-of-force
conti nuum

Proj ected Cost: Unknown

130





