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are and, 'second, how to vindicate t.hem.. My sense of it is that
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In its current form, the mn}nm.l‘}- mﬂgﬂmﬂe runs 32 pa.ges Each _
issue features trend pieces contributed by pracdfioners, reviews
of selhelp litigation manuals, and summaries of recent prison-
re..j.te-d legal opinions.
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“Certaimn states have established an
aggressive vendetta against PLN and

seems partcularty proud of »-

“After 10 years, there are no horo-
aropes, no crossword puzzles and no
lonaly hearts column,” he noted. “We're
a ,,u;:osa.ﬁ.d publication, and we want to
maxmize the benefit we bring our read-
ers in the space we can afford.”

Mot surprnsingly, the tone of PILN is
un a.pongenc._._v prn—pnsu:mar Feature
siories focus on egregious acts in pris-
ons, and case summaries are bpically
laced with editoralizing. [n spite of this,
many think the magazine retains a
respectable amount of journalistic
gty
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" them world, but they
dutifully report adverse
‘legal developments, and

theu case summanes

are always accurate.’

Mickey Gendler,
Seattle civil rights lawyer

Paul Wright.” Gendler said, “and theyll
do or say just about anything to gee it
censared, [t makes what he's achieved
all the more remarkable.”

The censorship efforts no longer faze
Wright, who says he rarely has routle
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who fght hard fDI‘ us We uma]]v do
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Wright's a pain in the =ss,” Schroeter

us vs. them world,” Gendler said. “Bur

they dutiudly report adverse legal developments, and their cise
surmumaries are always accurate, There's a bias, but it's sdll enor-
moausly useful to lawyers.”

The magazine began as a 10page mimeographed and stapled
compendium of case sumimaries. Wright and Mead, whe were
saervng ime at different facdlites on unrelated convictons, inde-
pendently typed up their fve pages and sent them to Wright's
fther in Florida, who made copies and dismibuted them o a
smail handful of supporters and subscribers.

At the dme, Wright and Mead charged 510 for a year's worth
of issues. Current rates are 515 per vear for prisoners, 323 for
r-.:::n.i.n:;amam:.ed individuals and 560 for attorneys and law firms.

Largely through word of mouth and the committed efforts of .

; -.T'r"'.g]"l'.. Mead and another prisoner, Fred Markham, who is now

the magazine’s crculadon directod; the magazine slowty took off*
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the reason he's been 30 successiul — because his cormmimment
is absolute, HeT @ik vour ear off about his ideas and beliefs, and
hell do it with passion.”

* One mpic Wright is less garrulous about is his life outside
prison, inchuding his murder convicdon.

Wright said only that he was in the process of robbing a dnag
dealer when the drug dealer tried to shoot him Wright shot back
and killed the man Because he commitred the killing in further-
ance of a robbery, Wright was convicted of felony-murder, which
attaches an automatic frst-degree murder charge. At the time,
he was 21 and had just finished a th wee-year stint with the Armw.

Wright will be relpased from Monroe in Ianuar}" 2004, but be
said litle abowt what he plans to do after he'sout "¢ 0
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Schroeter, for one, would like to see Wn.ghl: released soamer.

“It's absolately ddiculous to keep Paul Wright incarverated,”

" he said, a.dzﬁngﬁml:anht recently became a vice president of E

the National Lawyers Guild “He's selftaught, his Suppnrtf:“

. :But, Schroeter added with a laugh, “the truth is that he's pmo—
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